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productive
question

How can caring for hummingbirds 
migration encourage a mentality of 
sustainable morals?
(not getting the instant gratification of regular hummingbird feeders)



Overtime, creating a garden has become more than just 
about the flowers. You can now find, in supermarkets, 
flower combinations that attract specific birds to ones 
garden. With the same idea in mind, bird feeders can 
be found in most backyards. However, those products 
have been found to be more harmful than good. In 
the case of hummingbirds, one of the most fascinating 
bird species, their main cause of death is due to human 
ignorance. The most important factor is keeping those 
feeders clean. The hummingbirds principal foodsource 
being nectar, can become dangerous if not cleaned out 
properly after three days.

proposal description/
objectives/concept:



While researching for a product to create tailored 
for hummingbirds, we decided to research what 
was already on the market regarding this subject. 
The most prominent product see throughout all 
platforms are nectar feeders. After our, research 
from the first part of our project we discovered that 
those product are one of the main causes of death 
for hummingbirds because they can collect mold 
and steer them away from their natural feeders: 
flowers. Therefore, we want to stay away from this 
idea of nectar containers.

research/inspiration



Some existing products, we found on the market were 
hanging flower baskets made from plastic material that can 
be hung on a fence. The idea of a hanging flower basket 
is great in terms of accessibility for the hummingbird and 
also easy for the consumer because they just need to add 
the seeds to a bag of soil and make it grow. We found this 
idea more convenient for the consumer but still breaking 
the connection between the action towards the animal. 
Our product is aimed to create a great feeding station for 
hummingbirds and unintentionally for other wild animals 
and insects. We are creating a relationship between the user 
and the action which is to help hummingbirds feeding while 
it travels during migration and find healthy plants rather 
than bad feeders.



We got inspired by designers such as Daniel Stankus who
created a way to hold seeds in compostable tea bags. Those
tea bags carry the seeds and can be planted directly into the
ground and disintegrate into the soil. The idea of a fabric that
can contain our seeds and also be compostable inside the
ground is very interesting to us.

We also got inspired by Ragini Shai’s Seedspoon prototype
which carried the seeds inside of wooden spoonds that have
the names of the flowers and written along the handle.
The packaging of those spoons makes for a garden like theme
with all spoons standing up. The spoons can be left inside the
soil to indicate which plant is growing in this area. 



material/method
Our main container for our entire project is our canvas 
bag. We sewed a bag that could be reused in many 
ways including as a small tote or lunch box but mainly 
as the pot to grow the seeds inside.

Canvas is an extremely durable plain-woven fabric 
used for making many things including sails, tents, 
marquees, backpacks, and other items for which 
sturdiness is required. It is also a very popular 
fabric used by artists as a painting surface, typically 
stretched across a wooden frame or for print. We 
were attracted by this durability that can be wonderful 
for a reusable plant pot while still being in-style. 



For he packaging of the seeds, although we were 
interested with fabrics resembling ones of tea bags we 
explored the idea of using coffee filters to contain the 
seeds. While trying out the coffee filters we saw that it was 
difficult to sew the fabric because the thread would create 
too much tension on the fabric which led to seeds falling 
through.

We then decided that beewax cloth would be a better 
alternative to use for our project. This waxed cloth is 
thicker and creates a better hold with the thread. It also 
a great reusable product. It is commonly used for food 
storage as food wraps and is completely compostable. 
Although, we are not using them to plant with the seeds 
like our inspiration from Daniel Stankus. 



sketches



mockups
This was the beginning of an exploration of different bag sizes for 
our project. We long thought that we would incorporate a bottle or 
container to use as a planter inside the bag but then realized that 
the bag could be the planter itself and be reused. Therefore the bag 
could be smaller and more compact.



images developement for 
typographic branding

At the beginning of this project, we initially did not want to go for a too complex 
and developped theme because we planned on focusing that into our sketches and 
pictures that will add this aspect to the whole brand. The first version consisted of 
using typeface BEBAS NEUS for titles and AVENIR for texts. Unfortunately, we based 
ourselves on the wrong hummingbird photograph and ended up having a dull and 
boring colour palette.

As we went along, we branstormed on many other potential images that could lead us 
towards the right colour palettes and the right fun and colourful vibe a hummingbird 
could portray - we went for water effects and colours. Keeping the word “fun” in 
mind, our typeface became too childish and we ended up not embracing calligraphic 
typefaces at all. We then went back to BEBAS as main titles, our initial concept. But 
this time, the colour palette was more amusing.

Finally, we wanted to go for a light formal, elegant and minimalist look - BEBAS NEUS 
was too bold. We then chose COURIER NEW for main titles - the serif part made us 
think about their small feet. The new colours are based on our final logo as seen on 
the page cover.





pattern development
for sewing



documentation workshops: 
pleating





sewing



screen printing







documentation
final project

Early maquettes were essentially variations on the sewing 
workshop, creating simple tote bags. It was soon decided 
that the product should draw inspiration from its purpose - to 
provide for hummingbirds through seasonal flowers. Some 
aspects of the early maquette was kept, more specifically 
the hand-sewn red thread along the seams. This gives it a 
playful, non-intimidating aesthetic to encourage accessibility. 



The creation of the sewing pattern was inspired by the 
hellebore, a type of flower with alternating petal heights. The 
base of the bag is an octagon with 4 slightly larger sides to 
permit for slightly larger ‘petals’. These petals are stretched 
hexagons. The petals are sewn with the larger petals facing 
outwards, the logo is then embroidered on a large petal. 
The bag is not intended to collapse to be flat, but rather to 
collapse inwards to tighten the bag according to how many 
flowers it is carrying at a given time. This way, more soil and 
more flowers can be added and the pot can be expanded 
with the handles. 

The smaller seed bag is similar to the larger bag, except 
due to its small size, it was all cut as one shape which was 
then assembled using similar principles to the larger bag. 
Similarly, the base is once again an octagon with petals 
arranged in the shape of a star around it.





final product



waste analysis
Most of our project was made from left over fabrics from 
previous projects. The canvas that we used to sew the bag 
was fabric that was left from one of our teammates paintings. 
We then used cloth strips to made some of the seed bags 
and coated them with beeswax so that they stay durable and 
reusable. Furthermore, all of our tints used for the seed bags 
or canvas bag are made from vegetables; blackberries, spinach 
and beets. We did need to buy plant seeds to complete our 
project, and some rope to tie off our bag at the top.



sustainable
and socio-cultural
analysis/reflection

Throughout the design process, sustainability was at the 
forefront of our work. Most importantly, when thinking of 
the hummingbird we wanted something that would last, and 
not just for one migration. Materials required to make it last 
forever tended to revolve around plastic and would end up 
leeching into the plants and the water run-off. This is why we 
used left over scraps of 100% cotton unprimed canvas for 
the flower bag, which was then coated in beeswax to prevent 
premature rotting. The seed bag is made from fabric scraps 
from a local fabric store—a lot of fabric is wasted when these 
scraps are overlooked as a resource. Once emptied, this can 
be reused the following year or to store the remaining seeds 
until they are all planted throughout the season. 



The seed pouches are made from paper and as the plant grows 
will decompose into the soil. The seeds used are organic, and 
can therefore be saved and reused. Seed saving is an important 
part of agriculture and promotes self-sufficiency. Once the seeds 
provided are used up, the user shouldn’t have to re-purchase in 
the future. The calendar provided is not intended to decompose 
at the same rate as the rest of the product. Rather, the user can 
re-use and adjust it according to their own needs. 

Overall, we had a clear vision from the start and fitting it into the 
realms of sustainability wasn’t much of a struggle. It was a matter 
of thoughtfulness and constant reflection, however improvements 
could be made regarding finding something that can last but 
decompose without any effect. Cotton production can be harmful 
to the environment and further investigation could be made. All 
other aspects of the product carry and opportunity for continuity 
except for the flower pot. Perhaps rather than finding something 
that can last for much longer, finding a way for consumers to 
easily re-create a flower pot of their own.
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